
	WMMEG has set up this page on their website to allow likeminded ME Groups to come together on single issue campaigns to more effectively bring about change. 

WMMEG have kicked off the new UK ME groups’ page with the following statement on the recent spate of BACME invitations to (charity based?) local 
and national groups to join their organisation.


STATEMENT FROM WMMEG September 2010

WMMEG (West Midlands ME Groups Consortium)
Herefordshire ME/CFS/FMS Group;  Solihull & South Birmingham ME Support Group, 
Shropshire ME Group;  Walsall & West Midlands ME Link;  Warwickshire Network for ME; 
and Worcestershire ME Support Group

(website - http://wmmeg.weebly.com)

BACME Membership

Following the consistent concerns expressed by WMMEG and other local and national groups, the British Association for CFS/ME (BACME) has made a rather belated attempt to invite patient groups to join their organisation. 

WMMEG would like to thank Invest in ME for their openness in bringing this matter to the attention of the rest of the ME community.   

BACME’s constitution and the NICE Guidelines

With this move BACME has again demonstrated their lack of real understanding of the views 
of people with ME & their families. An overwhelming majority of the national and local ME groups do not support the NICE Guidelines for CFS/ME.  The BACME Constitution requires its members to support the ‘evidence based’ treatments defined by NICE.  The recent refusals by many of the national and local groups to join the BACME organisation cited difficulties with the BACME Constitution as their reason for not joining. 

Training and education of NHS CFS/ME Healthcare professionals

There is also continuing and widespread concern about the transparency and accountability 
of BACME, and its apparent role in the training and education of NHS CFS/ME healthcare professionals.  Many of their conferences and training workshops have lacked balance in their line up of speakers and topics and the 'Draft Program' for the 2010 BACME Conference is still weighted heavily in favour of the psychosocial approach.

To emphasise the importance people with ME place on the need for medical education (we would emphasise appropriate medical education), this issue featured very strongly in the recent ME Association poll to vote for ‘What should be the top priority for the reformed All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on ME?’
There is growing dissatisfaction, particularly amongst grassroots people with ME and their families, with the fact that the BACME organisation appears to have taken it upon itself to influence NHS CFS/ME policy and disseminate its selective view on education and training throughout the whole structure of NHS healthcare for CFS/ME, without having once consulted the wider patient opinion or referring to the biomedical nature of G93.3 neurological ME.  
A recent letter from the CMO to Invest in ME stated - “The Department’s view is that it is important to recognise that CFS/ME is a genuine and disabling neurological illness and health professionals must recognise it as such.”

All of this sends a clear message that the BACME organisation is unable to enter into broader dialogue whilst they remain entrenched in their belief that the current evidence based treatments are appropriate for genuine ME patients and what they want!  BACME cannot move forward if it remains self absorbed and unwilling to engage in open discussion and debate with the wider audience, who have such a wealth of first hand knowledge and experience.
WMMEG looks to the future

WMMEG call upon BACME to re-write their Constitution to allow transparency and greater inclusiveness, and for BACME to urgently address the issue of the balance, content and appropriateness for ME of their current training and education programme.

If BACME cannot, or will not, reform, then WMMEG advocates the need for the ME community to set up an alternative coordinated education and training programme which: 

· acknowledges the G93.3 classification of ME as a neurological illness 

· utilises more robust diagnostic criteria for ME (such as The Canadian Clinical Guidelines

· focuses on ME and not simply chronic fatigue

	WMMEG feel the time has come to do something different!  We need to show the strength of our combined resolve to provide a better future for all pwme.

It is our intention to present the above statement to the APPG on ME and all other interested parties.

With this in mind we cordially invite our fellow ME groups to come together and support this initiative by adding their names to this statement. 

(if you agree with the statement, please complete the form on the WMMEG website with your details)


ADDENDUM

WMMEG commend such ME education and training initiatives as the IiME international conferences on ME and the recent announcement by IiME of their determination to set up a biomedical model (to include a biomedical research centre) NHS clinic for ME .  These have the potential to become the basis for the development of an alternative ME education and training programme aimed at NHS healthcare professionals that properly and appropriately, meets the needs and aspirations of pwME and their families.

WMMEG (West Midlands ME Groups Consortium)
Herefordshire ME/CFS/FMS Group  
Solihull & South Birmingham ME Support Group 
Shropshire ME Group  
Walsall & West Midlands ME Link  Warwickshire Network for ME 
Worcestershire ME Support Group
Above endorsed by   (up till 27 September):

25% ME Group

Bexley ME Support Group

Bispham ME Support Group
Borders ME Group [BMEG]
Bourne & S.Lincs ME Support Group

Bristol ME Support Group 

Bury/Bolton ME/CFS Support Group
Cambridge ME Support Group

Cathcart ME Support Group

Corby ME Self Help Support Group

Eastleigh & Winchester ME Support Group
Invest in ME

Kent and Sussex Alternative ME Group
Kent ME Network
London ME Central
Manchester ME Society

ME East Kilbride (MEEK)
ME Positive East Midlands

Mid-Warwickshire ME Group

OMEGA (Oxfordshire ME Group for Action)

Richmond and Kingston ME Group

ScotME

Suffolk Youth & Parent Support

Wantage & Grove ME/CFS Support Group

Wigtownshire FM-ME Support Group

York and District ME Support Group
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